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Mame Garret Maher

Address '
lreland

Telephone

Fax

Fmail

Cieapraphy Department, hational University of lreland, Galway, Ireland,

Member of the Facully?

Mo« Yes| ] Ifyes, rank:

Student?

qup-:_'mlum Scholar?

Lndereraduate | | Graduate [+7]
I'rinzipal advisor or thesis directar: Dr. Mary Cawley

No[¥] Yes| |

Intended Product

Thesis | | Disserlation [+ ] Book [ ] Articla [ | Documentary | |
Ciher | | {deseribe)

Date degree expected or
dale of project

Title or research topie
{please include the time
period being studied);

I commenced the research in September 2007, The project is Lo be
completed by September 2000

TRANSNATIONAL MIGRATION: BRAZILIAN EXPERIENCES IN

IRELAND

This project will rescarch the extenl e which practices of transnational

migration are played out, by studving how recent Braziliun immigranls live |

their lives in small and medium sized towns in Ireland while maintaining
elise Tinks to their arcas of origin in Brazil,

How did yvou learn about
this research gramt
appertunity? (Please be
specilic)
| Prepused fcld trip:
purpose, destinalion,
dates of travel and
proposed duration of
slay (may be chanpad)

1 read the aticle “Carnaval do Galway: The Brazilian community in Gort,
1999 2006" by Claire Healy on the Socicly’s websile, T then Looked
through the website mare thoroughly and noticed the grant applicativn
information.

| intend to visit .i'«_rmslpnlis. the region Annapolis in Brazil from which the
majorily ol migranis have come, and enpagze with returnees and their
families 1o April — June 2009, in order Lo study the impact of remittances
[e.z home improvement, debt reduction, local enterprise) and the
migration process o the context of transnational identity formation,

This ruscarch forms part of a larger PhIY project on Transnational
Migration,

Estimate of actual
expenses; please provide
details of air,
aulumaehbile, bus, rail, ar
cther eapenses and locul
gueommodations (please
add an itemized bud get):

Return (Mights from Treland to Brasilia will cost sl_pprmcimmely 1100,
From Brasilia I will oeed Lo gel a bus (o Annapolis which iz a distance of
about 85 miles, a return bus fare will cosl €20, T intend o stay 8 minimum
of one month in order 1o engage competently and build trust amoog retum
migrants and their families whom | will speak to. [ will stay in very basic
accemumedation and this should cost ne more than £20 per night. Food
costs will be no more than €3 per day.

Amaunt of arant support
requesied (in Furos)
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Before submitting the application, did you attach:

v Your Project Deseription (max, 3 pages)?
V' Your Curriculum Vitae (max. 3 pages)?
v Your Itemised Budpet (1 pape)?

Y Your pholo?

VO UNDERGRADUATE AND GRADUATE STUDENTS: A letter of recommendation
Irom your principal faculty advisor (may be mailed separately)?

% 'The signed Grantee Agreemoent?

v Did you ensure thal your research project is undoubtedly relevant within the Scope of
Study of the Society for Irish Latin American Studies, i.c., "the migration ol people
[rom lreland to Latin America, their settlement, lives, and achievements, as well as
those ol their descendants, together with contemporary presence of lreland and people
of Irish ancestry in the life and culture of Tatin America, and the presence of Latin
Americans in lreland"?

INCOMPLETE APPLICATIONS WILL NOT BE CONSIDERED.

sgmire ok ey, pue_{4 / 5{/ 08

The application must be received (or postmarked) on or before the established deadline
al;

The Socicty for Irish Latin American Studies
Maison Rouge

1268 Burtigny
Switzerland

PLEASE DO NOT SEND YOUR APPLICATION VIA EMAIL.
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Section A: Description of the topic including aims and objectlives and central
research questions

"This research project will investigate the various wayvs in which Brazilian
migranls in Ireland are active in, and contribute to. the life of their community in both
Ireland and Brazil. The primary aim is to gain a better understanding and expand
curtent knowledge of transnationalism, by looking at the various ways in which
Brazilian migrants in lreland organise numereus dimensions of their lives and
contribute to their community in rural towns of Ireland, while at the same time
maintaining links with their own community in Brazil. Transnationalism, as defined
by Basch et af. (1994: 22), is “a process by which migrants, through their daily life

activities...create social fields that cross national boundarics.™

The praject will eontribute o the lilerature relaling to labour migration to rural
arcas and transnalionalism. Key objeclives include gaining a better understanding of
Brazilian migrant groups in [reland, examining the role of transnationalism in their
daily lives focusing specifically on the role of social networks in their decision to
migrate from Brazil to [reland, the use of remittances, and the cxtent to which cultural
habits have been transplanted, leading to the creation of transnational identities.
There are a number of central rescarch issues which will be addressed:

4)  Recruitmenl:

[ow were the majority of Brazilians living in hoth Gort and Roscommon (the

selected study sites) initially recruited and how does this process continue (via

networks)? This will involve discussion with employers, migrants and the

Department of Enterprise, Trade and Emplovment.
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b)

d)

Fxtent and modes of intepration locally:

Evidence suggests that the Brazilians are one ol the most integrated ethnic
groups living in [reland (Iealy, 2006). What are the extent and methads of
integration locally (in so far as this oceurs)? The project will examine what
factors encourage this integration by engaging with pertinent Irish agencies
(e.g. Dept, of Enterprise, Trade and Employment; and Galway County
Couneil) and the migrants involved in the inlegration process,

Practices ol ransnationalism:

In order o ascerlain whal, il any transnalional links exist between Brazilians
in Ireland and their home country, T will conduct interviews with individual
Rraziliang, key informants (such as community leaders), their employers,
representatives of the local community, including clerpy who provide religious
serviees [or the Brazilians, social workers, and (rade union representalives.
such in depth gualitative analysis will provide vilal insights into the immigrant
experience in Ireland and how thal experience shapes and is shaped by
practices of transnationalism.

Impacts of remittances in arcas of oripin;

What arc the role and uses of remittances in the migrants® arca ol origin? This
will be mvestigated by visiting specilic arcas in Brazil [rom which the

majority ol Brazilians living in Ireland come.

The project will mainly examine transnational practices among male Brazilian

migrants working in the meat packing industry, who live and work in two small towns

in the west of Ireland, and the resultant impact of their migration on these towns and

their areas of orizin, ‘The towns of Gort, County Galway and Roscommon are ideal
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research siles as they both contain a high number of Brazilians. Tn order to truly
understand transnational practices, it s necessary to visit the sending community in
Brazil. Such an approach will facilitate an investipation ol the impacts of remitlances

(e.g. home improvement, debt reduction, local enlerprise) in these areas.

This project is relevant in the context of a rapidly changing demographic mosaic
in Ireland. The success of the Brazilian community in integrating locally while
retaining transnational ties will provides insights into the migration process that will
aid policy makers in creating successlul programs [or the integration of other migrant
groups in Ireland. Furthermore, a more in depth understanding ol the processes of

transnationalism will greally benelit the body of research addressing this issue.

The SIT.AS grant will help expedite this research project by providing much
needed funds to undertake a vital aspect of the rescarch. By cnabling me o visit
Annapolis in Brazil and conduet in depth interviews with relurning migrants, a clearer
picture ol the Bragzilian immigralion experience, the impact of remiltances, and the

practice of transnationalism will emerge.



