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GRANT APPLICATION - IRISH ARGENTINE RESEARCH FUND

Proposed Rescarch Topie:  “Recruitment i [reland for the Spanish American Independence
Armies, (1814-1824)7

When the Napoleonic Wars ended, thousands of newlv-unemployed Trish soldiers
returiied home with few oplions, Within months, Argenline, Yenezvuela and Colombian envoys
Londan bepan to sct up reerwitment ofTices in London and Dublin with the hopes of aliracting
these expericneed fighters to the cause ol Spanish Amcrican independence, The linancial wud
matertal terms offered to potential Irish reeruits were vory pencrous and ineluded promiscs ol
land grants, substantial cash payments, and bounty seized from the Spanish colonial oppressors.
ndeed, Venezuelan Luis Lopez Méndez's office was lnown as the “colonel factory™ hecanse of
his willingness (o raise each recruil’s status by one full rank. The Trish soldiers” devotion 1o
Spanish American independence went deeper than their pockels, however; in the era of the Great
Atlantic Revolutions, these young men understood that the advance of liberly in one region
would eontribute to 1ts progress in another. Greeks lehting to free themselves (rom e Otloman
Turks, Spanish Americans, Inish Catholics were all struggling for liberty, citizenship and [recdom
of religion within colonial systems. For this reason, Trish soldiers felt a natural affinity for the
Spanish American patriotic cause which elevates their participation heyvond the mercenary.

1

Although there were at least [ve major recruiling offices located in London, hoth the
Argentine and Gran Colombian patriots sct up active headquarters in Dublin and traveled
throughout Ireland advertising their cause. They printed handbills and broadsides, held
fundraising dinners in local taverns, and planted stories favorable to their cause in local
newspapers. Local businesses welcomed the stimulus to sales and production that the
recruitment process oflured (cach soldier had 1o oulfil himself and pay for his own transportation
across the Atlantic). General John DY Evercux was perbaps the most famous man to join the
patnots; there were toasts made in his honour and parades held on Dublio streets Lo send lam ofT,
Major George Flinter married a Spanish woman and acted as a double apent; he pretended Lo
befriend the Dublin recruits bul treacherously reported om their activitics to the Spanish
Ambassador in London; I have already obtained his Dublin correspondence from the Archivo
General de Simancas in Spain. Two returning [rish doctors carried out an extensive and bitter
polemie in the press aboul the true conditions of service in Spanish America. In 1819, under
pressure from the Spanish Embassy, passced the Forcign Enlistment Acl which ended soldiers’
pensions (and in some cases revoked citizenship) i they joined lorcipn armics. All these
activities indicate that there is hroader significance to the story of Spanish American reeruttment
in Ireland during the vears 1814-1824.

This rescarch topic falls squarcly within the Socicty’s scope of study. Hundreds of young
Irish men shared the idealism ol the Spanish American patriols and signed on o help their cause;
many were lkilled or wounded, and many others opted to remain in Spansh Amcrica (notahly
Argenting, Chile, Venezucla and Colombia) and to start fannlies as patriotic Spanish American
cilizens aller independence was secured {Daniel Florencio O Leary 15 the most famous example).
The story of the Spanish Amcerican recruitment in Dublin has never been told.



[ have contacted several Irish institutions and consulted the standard reference guide
called Manuscript Sources for the History of frish Chvdization, (ed. R ] Hayes). The [ollowing
items arc relevant [or this rescarch project and T expeel o find many others when 1 am able to
consult the detailed linding suides to collections available al cach library and archive,

NATIONAL LIBRARY OF IRELAND (DUBLIY):

Books and Rarc Books:

Faivbura s Fdition of the Speech of Chas. Phillips, Esq. (the Celebrated Orator) to General
LY Everenx, and the Repiments under his Command, Previous to their Ewmbarkation o
Daghlin to Join the Spanish Patriots in South America. Tondon: Publishad by John
[airburn, 1819,

Hackell, James, Narvative of the Expedition Which Satled from England in 1817 o Join the
South American Paiviots..., London: for the author, 1818,

Imbeit, Bric, Voluntarios Britdanicos ¢ frlandeses en o Gesia Bolivariong, Caracas:
Phreccion de Artes Gralicas del Ministerio de la Delensa, 1993,

[all, Francis. An Appeal to the rish Nation, on the Character and Conduet of General
Dfivereux. Dublin: Printed for the author by W. Underwood, 1820

| Maceroni, Francis]. Memoirs of the Life and Adventures of Col Maceronit, Late Aide-de-Camp
te Joaguim Murai, King of Naples. London: J. Macrone, 1838,

samerville, Alexander. History of the Briiish Legion and War with Spain, with an Appendix
Containing Every Officer’s Name, Rank, and Service in the Expedition. London: James
Pattie, [1823].

Speeches of Charles Phillips, £xq. London: W. Simpkin & R Marshall, 1822,

Mamiscripts:

Gerry Lyne, Keeper of Manuscripts, tells me that the library’s manuscript collections
contain several items relevant for my research, including;

Mss 33,565 O Connell Morgan (0 Commell enlisted with John Devereux to fight for
Bolivar. Also has copies of Daniel 0" Connell’s papers; he helped
recruit for the South American cause and also for the Carlist wars
in Spain.

-Bathurst Msaz 1923 Bathwurst correspondence; inel recommendation w adverlize
immigration schomes to Canada lor retuming troops (Tunc 16,
LE15); mulitary and naval issues

-Mss 1036-41, Kilmainham  Letterbooks of British anny in Treland. incl addresses aml names vl

subjects [including those under surveillance?|

-Mss 12584, Kilmainham Letters o Commander, nel date and address of senders (1815-18)
-hlss 11489 Dranie]l O Connell to C Phillips (26 Scpt 1817)
-Mas 431 8-19 Two mannseript indexes to lrish newspapers lrom 1794-1833

arranged 0 sections on politics, eccles affairs, milit ete



-5 BT **recruiting form [or La Legion Irlandesa [the Irish Legion] signed
and scaled but not completed

-MS 8561 Browne Corresp with Browne family in Bucnos Aires 1805-1900

[Homie Mss 1902, ppo167-68 | etter from Milne to Georpe Home saying froops

returning from France 1o Ireland might to much harm

Mewspapors!

The Mational Library has the largest and most extensive collection of Irish newspapers
available in Treland. Although there few complote runs of carly 19" contury Llitles have survived,
Dty Librarian Della Murphy confirms that bath The Public Resister or Freemon s Journad and
the Dublin Dvening Post arc available and the best places to start. From their “Nowsplan™
catalugue, 1L appears they hold the following contemparary newspapers relevant to my rescarch

Carrich 'y Moriing Post (Dubliny 18121832

Cerrich s Daily Adverdiser (Dublin) 1812-1831

Phahlive Chronlofle |815-1817
Dinfrlin fvening Fxpress 1511-1524
Diublin Dvening Herald [821-1823
Dullin Mercaniile Adveriiser 1818 1803
[hitlin Weekl: Messenger 1805-1818

Phighlin Weekiv Register
Weakly Frecmwan s Jowraal
frish Farmer s Journal

frish Weelly

Puatriow’ Staresmen | Patriot
Cunsifiutiond Cork Advertiser

Cork Daily Commercial Courier

Cork Morning {ntellioencer
Irish Daily Telegraph (Cork)
Crecheay Advericser

Creehway Weekiv Adverisser

le1{-1865
1818-1924
1812-1820
[H21-14934
| 810-1829
1822 1924
1807-1873
1810-1823
TRir-TH73
| ¥ 54-1 540
| 519-1843

NATIONAL MUSEUM OF INUBLIN

Damien Sheils, Curatorial Rescarcher, indicates that the Muscwm plans a major
exhibition in late 2005 on the military hstory of lreland, with a scetion on the leish in South
Amcrica, [ have olfered to contribute in any way [ can, including a guest lecture resulting [rom
the rescarch proposcd here. The following materials are available in the Museum’s collechions;
-materials related to Colone] Williwn Ferguson, an Irish soldier who fought with Bolivar,

including letters and a diary.

-a full run of the joumal feish Sword wehich includes many documents produced by [nsh figures
in the recruitment process and the soldiers themselves, including:

-3 commemorative pocin “Battle of Caraboho™ (1821)

-a song by wounded soldier William Finney (1826)

-many documaents relaled o Adooral Willlam Brown

~documents related to Daniel Florencio OF Leary



