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Wyan Dominie Crewe
History Department, Yale University

An Irish ‘Emperor of Mexico’:
The exile and rebellion of William Lamport, “Doo Guillén Lombarde™ (1611 - 1659)

L he pereorinads por todas ueopa, desandns log dolees arrllos deou patea,
L i

Serting the Stage: A areest in Mexion Ol

Om the evening of October 26, 1612, canstables for the Mexican Inguisition made an extraordinary
arrest in a humble district ol this New Warll capital, Working ofthe (p ol o suspeeting neighbor, they
detained a thirtv-one vear old Irish man known by the hispanicized name of Guillén Lombardo. [n Lombarda’s
apartment, they found papers written in his hand that announeed a new reign in Mexico and declared him
“Lmperor of Mexico™ based on a forged statement claiming that he was a son of King Phillip IV, This
pruspeelisve king's frst decrees were already penned, laying out a revolutionary desien thar abolished slavery
and the [ndian repartimienio. Among Tis papers there were alse letlers o the Pope and several kings in Forope
(except England) announcing thar New Spain sould henceforth be open 1o free commerce. Subscquent
testimony by lgnacio, an indigenous collabocator from Zacatccas, revealed that Lombardo was relying on
peestu=incdoced visions and astrolosy o discern the carrect lime to take power. This bidden king, once
unmasked “como Segismundo.”™ would end tyeanny in New Spain’ For the Viceregal authorities already
secupicd wilh suspected rebellious collaboration hetween Fortuguese merchants and African slaves, this new
conspiracy only compomnded their Tears. Reboellivms wore swanming arond the Spanish BEmpines in Flanders,
Clatalonia, Naples, and most crucialby, in Pertugal, Politcal instabiliny and weological strugsles among local
Crenle amd Spanish eliles only heighiened the general paranads, Lombarda™s theeal ratsed (he speeeier ol an
mdigenous rebetlion in the Spanish colony that could link with mavements inapired by news of rebellions
arviving in every Mect sailing into Veraeruz. And stifl the plot thickened with cach step in the investigation
tollowing Lombardo’s arvest: over the provions two vears of as s o Mexice, Lombarda — who bore o title in
Mew Spain nor had any steady occupation — somehow had been aware of the political situation and maintained
axtensive contacts with the Spanish Crosen and with several principal elites o MNew Spain. Chver the next
seventeen years, Lombardo®™s danger to the elites and the Crown produced jarisdictuonal struggles over who
wolild jail and ey hirm — and thus acquire his inlelligence. Even as he sat in the inquisitorial jail, he sall
manipulated events rom behind bars, denouneing the Tnguisition e all s would cans o listen, His plots,
fantastic though they were, touched various strata of society - including the Crown, Church, Inguisition, Tellow
Irish exiles in New Spain, and Indians — and lefl behind him seanduals that went on for vears,

For erver theee bundeed yvears, the itriguing fizoce of Dan Guillén has been left largely to speculation.
Who way this Irish wanderer and o diel he end up in Mew Spain with mysterious contacls with the maosl
powertil sectors in the Vicerovaly, all while proparing a rebellion? What allowed him todo so? 'The effort wo
answer these questions Tollows a paper rail scatered arcund the Seventeenth-century Adlbantic world, and 16115 a
story linking Farly Modern lreland, Spain and Mexico,

"

Wanderings and Plots: 2 bricf nareative

Faur days aller his arrest, Guillén Lombarde sas catlod e westily belore his Tnguoisitors, and gave a lang
narrative of his peregrinations.” Listening to what must have been a confusing rush of names and events, the
court scribe scribbled down the [rst pages of what would become an immense body of documentation produced
uring his scventeen-vear incarceralion. [Call besing in an Ireland only recently conguered by Enalish armics
atter the Battle of Kinsale in 1607, and reduced to colonial settlement over the next decade. Born in the
Southeastern port of Wesford around the vear 1611 toa minor neble family of Norman descent, the Lamports,
William's possibilitics were marked by his Tamily's allianee with the eroshed Gaelie resistance to English
colonization. The Lamports had long heen engaged in piracy against English shipping in the Southern coast of
Ireland, and continued their activities in the vears following the defeat of the [rish armics on tand,” Yol all was
i vain, Kooevwnin Trishe history as e WG Geoese.™ those native Tonds weho had resisted Tudor role and the
Protestant Clureh in leeland were steadily abandoning the island in the hopes that, from their exile in Spain,
they could ergantee o reconguest, Tn TAET, the English excented] William™s srdBather on the pecsonal arders of
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James . By the time William was ten vears old his tunily, like the *Wild {feese.” hegan to scatter across the
B

Adter a few vears studying at a Tesoit sehool in Dreland, William boepan university studies in England at
Gresham College. Tle soon had to flee the country. he claims, because aller publishing a treatise denouncing
King lames 1. English awthorities scnght his arvest. His staterments o the Togeisition then peon to el hess b
wilnd up in a company of pirates in the Bay of Biscay: an occupation which, given his tamily history and the
connections: between leish imerchants aond the porls o Western Franee, mighl have boeen Tamiliae e bim, Afier
allegedly converting his pivate band to Catholicism and lovaliy to Spain, William changed s identity 1o the
hispanicized Don Guillén Lombacde de Guaman, and entered the Trish exile comomnily sehools in La Coroiia,”
A vear later, with the support of local Spanish and Irish nobles, he entered the Colegio de Irfandeses in
Salamanca.®

|.ombarda then hegan an astonishing rise o peaver that appears o have depended largely on the
suceessul manipulation of his exile status. The nest time we hear of him, eicher in his own testimany or in the
Spanish records that we have thus Barscen, Dan Coonllén is entaring diplomatic service Toe the Spanish Crown
around the age of twenty, e had the support of the most powerful [rish nobles exiled in the Spanish Court.
The Cathedic Monarchy granted 001 rights o pressising exiles, and Don Guillén Tike his compatriots,
emphatically added “de mazion Yrlandes™ alter his hispamicized name, Wb the exiled nobles” recommedation
hue ertered the seeret services of e Chisl Minister of Spain, the Conde Duque de Olivares,” Duoring the 1630°s,
he carried out missions in war-torm Flanders (where the eminent Flemish painter Van Dwvek painted his portrait),
and organized Trish regiments there.® In 1637, he returned o the Spanish Court as a procurator to secretly
chisteibute Spanish military funds to Insh exile groaps thal soughl e reconguer the island. Thess offors
contributed to the Catholic uprising of 164 1. Inthis period of Spanish imperial decadence. Guaillén’s service to
the minister corresponds to the cases of other servants In his employv: he served as a spy, operating secretly,
dimtributing Tomals cenning divctly Grom the minister and, so be claims in his depesiticas, repesting selely o
him.” Then, in 1640, preferring not to return with his recrvited exiles to the wars in Ireland, Don Guillén ended
aprene 1 Trdics Fleel bound Tor Masice Was Do on s nese mission beospoe on CHivares” boehalUin Mosice?

Dan Gruillén arvived to a Vicerovally of Mew Spain that was sutlering deepening institutional erises,
rom a preliminary examination of his personal papers, il appears thal Don Guillén sought to make connections
with several major political fgures in the Viceroyalty and was In constant communication with the Conde
Duogque de Olivares back in Spain. Meanwhile, he oveanized his uprizing. Using his recruiting technigues
developus] in the servive ol the Spanish Crowe, e beggon e orpanias 1 small diseiplingd toree that wauld enalle
him to take power, declare himself king, abolish slavery. and establish [ree trade with the nations of Curope.'”
There were possibly other [vish exiles invalved, 1le also maintained contact wilth two olher compatriols in New
Spain: Mignel Godiner, a Jesuit from Walerfird who applicd for g post o the Mexican Inguisition one year after
Don Guillén’s arrest, and Fray Diego de la Cruz, a Franciscan trom Dublin arrested by the Inguisiton in 1639,
the year of Don Guillén’s execution. Our investisation situates Don Guilléns plol amons the many intrisues
then consuming the political Tl of the Vieeresaltye ag elites worried that the rebellion i Portugal would inspire
local Portuguese merchants to link forces with lndians and escaped slaves, Several interests  the Crown, the
Wiceroy and the Ingquisition — fought for the possession of this prisoncr who scemed o know e mgeh, In jail,
he was a vocilerous oritic ol the Tnguisition: indee] aller managing enee to escape, he ran throughout Mexico
City to post a tract against the crimes of the Inguisition rather than taking to the hills. For seventeen vears Lhe
Inegueisitiven held him on dobioos charces of hersy — nod trcasen areonspivacy, o civil elTinse that would have
fallen under the Audiencia’s jurisdiction. In his Goal vears, he slipped into madness and was executed in the
Auter General de la Fee of 1659, Defiant to the end, he robbed the Ingquisition o his owe death by sirangling
himaelMon the cxcentioner™s platioem, cight i the gace of the gathered plebes below and the assembled elites
viewing from their reserved balconies.

Methodology and Sourees

The case of Pan Guillén brings to vivid lite several processes in the history ol the Seventeenth century
Atlantic, His story is at once extraordinary and emblemaric: his life is ideally one that can be recounted at the
nexus between microhistory and the grand narcatives of the Sevendeenth contury world, Don Guillén canld very
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will beeome for the history of the Atantic world what Carle Gingburg's Tlalian miller Moenocehio has hecomme
for the study of Early Modern Europe.” For Lombardo, like Menocchio. is a charismatic example of several
movernenls laking place in the calture and socictes of the Adantic and the Spanish Empire. Fle never managed
Lo rise to power as he aspired and did not earmn an entry into any chronicle. Yet in his prolilic writings and
Medilious declaraliony we see al once the tensions belween melropoles and colonics, conlemporary diseourses of
tyranny and liberty, and myths of messianic kings and kingdoms that circulated throughout Europe and the
Amerivas in this period. Through the social connections revealed in his docomerds, s can begin o roeonstroel
a network of [rish exiles linking Spain and Mexice, and his involvement in local politics in New Spain help
illustrate the dynamism and diversity of popular polities in a tumultuous period in the history of Mexico City."

To date, theee is o extan study oF Den Guillén in Enslishe Those studies that do exist in Spanish are
now over a century old. Two late-nineteenth century Mexican histonians and one novelist interpreted his plots
as carly precorsors o independence. Yel they ofTer lite abaol Do Guillén®s ddentity ar his 10 autside of the
[nguisitarial jail. Based principally an the Inquisition®s record, these studies dismiss Don Guillén ultimately asa
charlatan and impostor.” Mare recently, Fabio Tronearelli, an lalian historfan, las wrillen 2 well-rescarchd
histarical study that nonetheless does not address the important role of the Irish exile community in Don
Giuillén’s career nor does it convey the voice of this dvnamic individual. ® Given the shear extenl and variely ol
decomentation that this Tpors generated in his briel Titime — samething onigue indeed for indeviduals in the
seventeenth century  our study will Focus on Don Guillén™s experiences through a eritical analysis of his own
records, His own o wrilings in Spain and Mesico show s comman steain of anti-ealonial thinking, from his
writings on the situation in Ireland to his correspondence with Bishop Juan de Palafox y Mendoza in New
Spain.” This study sels aside the dimissals and instesd asks bow this onosual neweomer with a mysterious
access to political power ultimately sought to topple the Mexican Vicerovally,

Uhe niost pressing needs in order for this project to move forward regard three archival collections, In
Tanuary 2006, 1intlend o spend several wecks in Mamterrey transeribing and copying the five hundred folios in
Lon Guillén’s personal papers. It is hoped that the collection will allow a thorough reconstruction of Don
Guillén’s life in Mexico City and his role in the Conde Dugue’s employ. His papers also inchde his
declarations, postry, letlers, personal hudpets; treatises, and ofticial personal records. | had the opportunity to
index and take preliminary notes on the collection in March 2003 during a week-lony stay in Munlerrey, bt the
colleclion i1l awaits a mare thorouph analysis. Shanad with scholars of Mexican, Spanish, and Irish history,
several documents i this collection will be of tremendous use to both the reconstruction of Don Guillén's Tl
and G the period in general, This cxamination of the Monterrey decuments is a vital step owards the following
phses in my research plan. Following the stay in Monterrey, in February 1 will study Don Guillén’s Inguisitorial
trial records held in Mexico City. In the Summer of 2006, [ intend Lo spend several weeks at the Archivo
Goeneral de Simancas in Spain examining sources fram 1he Spanish conncils of state regarding piracy and Don
Ciuillén’s role in arganizing lrish exile battalions.” 'I'he Monterrey documents will be vital to have on hand in
order to corroborate them with these records in Mexico City anid Simancas.

I thes shorl term, the informeation cellected and analvaed inthese research stavs will allow me Lo move
forward on a series of articles studying Don Guillén's discourse of rebellion in New Spain and his role in the
transatlantic Irish exile community Inthe 16307, Thess arlicles also have inmind the long-term objective, that
ol producing an extended study of the life of Don Guillén and the worlds through which he moved.

Cronclusion

Don Guillén Lombardo’s life is a transoceanic story still waiting 1o be told. Born inte a colonial war in
Treland, he made his way throueh scveral centers of power inthe Seventeenth century world, Setina
tumultuous world, Eombardn’s life speaks to the wider history of the Atlantic world through the many self-
transformations that he undertook i order to adapt to new surroundings. In each seding. Lombardo reinvented
himsel T and then soueht the spotlishi: be it in his “conversion™ of his fellow pirates, his sitting lor a Van Dyck
portrait, his plots to become king of Mexico, or his theatrical death by his own hand that cast shame on his
Inguisitors. These unexpected adventures form the narrative thread oe the study, as we examine the historical
contexts hehind his lite as an Irish exile, his remarkable access o power, and the dreams of liberly that fed him
to his tragic end.
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Mitus,

* Don Guillén Lo King Phillip 1Y, 28 April 1642, Instituto Technaldgico de Monterrey — Biblinteca Cervantina {ITMBC),
Papeles de Guillén Lombardo, ¥.50r.

? Don Guillén is st likely comparing his firture emergenee a5 ~Eoperador del Reing de Wueva Espafia” to that of
Calbderdn de la Harca’s hidden king Scrismundo in Lo vicke e seeive, ITMBC, Papeles, £ Alhe — 47y,

" The following narralive is dravwn Fom Lembarda’s first deposition, lecated in the Inquisition records senl Lo the Coungil
ol the Indies, Archive General de Indias (AGL), México 47271

* Fabio Troncarelli, 1 leoni del mare. 1 Lamport di Ballverennegan, piratl o pateiotd,” in Borigue Garefa Herndn, Miguel
:‘ingcl de Bunes, Oscar Recio Maorales, Bernardo 1. Gareia Carein vds. Irlanda v la Monarquia Hispénica: Kinsale 1601 -
0 Goerrs, Politiea, Fxilioy Relision, Madrid: CSIC, 2003, pp. 295 311

* This seclion of Don Guillén's testimony on piracy and his areival in Spain has as of yeo no cerreboraled evidence, A
thorough scouring of records in the Avchivo General de Simancas and the Archive del Reiow de Galicia may shed turther
bHelht on this period.

 Jussell Library, 51 Parrick s Colleme, Mavnooth, Ircland, Salamanca Archives, 5, 3315, Acts of a disciplinary review in
the Caolegio de los Trlandeses of Salumanca, in which Lombardo is called to testity. salamanca, 1611

Y Don Guillén™s “Probune de mdrilos ¥ servicios” and copies of his “pareceres™ about Spanish policy in Ircland are leld at
the Biblioteca Cervaotina in Monterrey. The Irish nobles listed as withesses in the Probanza were members of Spanish
military orders. Their records are held o the Archive Histarico Macional (AHN in Madiid, and will help to reconstruct the
netwaork of Frish exiles at the Spanish court and Mew Spain,

* Anton Van Dyvek painted Guillén Lumbardo’s portrait in 1634 in Flanders, Lombarda is shown with his coat ol acms
preseoling his credentials to the representative of the Spanish Cresen e Brissels, Jean Clarles Della Faille. The painting is
nerw housed ina museunt in Budapest

" Several documents in Don Guoillén’s personal papers al TTMBC and other records held in Simancas aftest to this role. A
parallel example of an Trish reeruiler in the Crown’s employ is the case of Prancisen | nizatte, who during the 1630% and
|60 s coordinuted Irish battations and served as a Spanish agent working in lreland. Biklioleea Macional de Madiid,
Coleceidn Mascareiias, ms 2367.

" Don Guilléns personal papers will allonwy for a recomstruction of these ¢fTonts, He authored a treatise on miliia
organization, and wrote several lefters fo the Viceroy and the einbatiled Bishop of Puebla Juan de Patafox ¥ Mendora in
which he offered to organize militias for them. TTMBC, Doevumentos de Guillén Lombardo,

" Miguel Godinez, a.k.a. Michael Warding, applicd for the post “as has been done for others from his nation of Treland
since currently no similar posts are available in that Kingdom." AHM, Inquisicion 1315, exp. 2. Dicge de la Crus
maintained close contact with Do Guillén and was tried for blasphemy and insnling the King. In his trial, the Inquisitors
nuake much of his connections to “the prisoner Don Guillén,™ AN, Inguisiciin 1732, exp, 33,

' Bused on the uilicial aveount of the Auto da Fé of 1659 by Kail de Cepeda Marlines, Aule General de laFee .|
Celebrade a los 19 de Noviembre de 16359, Mexico City, 16349 Clopy held at the Now York Public Libeary, Rare Books and
SMunoseripls, ¥EE 1660, Inquisition; Mexico, Auto General de la Fé.

" Carlo Ginzburg, The Cheese aud the Worms. Baltimore: Tohns Huphins Press, 1992,

" Gep Jonathan lsrael, Race, class, and polities in colenial Mexivo, 1610-1670. London: Oxford University Pross, 1975,

" Keg |, Gonzaler Ohreson, Rebelienes indipenas v prevursores de la independencia mexicana en los sinlus K31, XVIL v

1905; and ¥. Kiva Palacio, Memorias de un impostor, México, 1872

“ Fabioe Troncarelli, La spada ¢ la croge, Rome: Salerno Editrice, | 999,

¥ See Cayetana Alvarez de Taledo, Politics and reform in Spain and Viceresnl Mexico @ the lile and thought of Juan de
Paladox, 1600-1654% Mew ¥ ork: Oxford Lniversity Press, 2004,

" AUH, Comscje de Fstado, 2055; 29 January and |2 Febroary 160, Counesl papers discussing Spanish plans to aid lesh
cxiles i invading reland and stat a general rebellion there. Lembardn iz numed here as o Maestro de Campe™, most
likely due Lo bis role as negotiater and procurator ol Spanssh finds 4o rish mereenaries,
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Lrentlemen.,

[write in support of my Phad. student Mr, RY AN CREWI who is applyving for o
tellowship from the Irish Latin Amcrican research Fund, Mr Crowe js an exeellent
student who 15 presently in Spain com pleting his docroral research on the missionars
cllnts ton earty Mesico in comparison to those in recongurest Cranada. While involwved
in that rescarch he became interested in « rather singular cuse of the “Irish Lmperor of
Mexieo,” Don Guillen de Tampart (William Lampart) was a highly placed person an the
vicerepal court of Mexico who may have been an agent of the Count-Duke of Ojvares.
Hu beeame embroiled in politics and was eventual] ¥ arrested and execuled by the
Mexican Inguisition nnder VETY slrange circumstances, in part for secking to separate
Mexico from Spain. This is a subject | have long been interested in mysell, und when
Mr. Crewe showed tuterest in it | turned over notes and archival muaterials [ have
collected over the vears. He then. on his awn initiative visited an archive in Monterrey,
Mexieo where some additional materiuls are housed and he hopes W luen this interest ine
d major study of this famous case. He is woell prepared to produce something fresh and
Innovalive because ol his close conmections 1o lreland, My, Crewe has family there and
travels cach summer o lreland where he L begun 1o investigate the fumnily ori gins of
Don Guillen as well as his positioning ameng the many [rish exiles in Spain in the early
Seventcenth Century. This study will add g new dimension o the existing historinpraphy
ol what has long been a contraversial incident in Mexico where Don Guillen has
somctimes been secu as a precursor ol Mexican independence.

Mr. Crewe is an excellent student. Tle was a member of PHi Bl Kappa honorury
soctely as an undergraduale and he has had a fine graduate career al Yale: He is presently
1L Spain on a Fulbright grant and he next hopes o work in Mexico. Tle lived in Snadin as
an indergraduate and he speaks Spanish well. Tle has all the skills of rescarch and
palcography that e needs for this project. 1 think Lis patential as an historian is oreat and
his interest in the Trish in Lulin America is genuine. | recommend him 1o vou with frcat
cnthusiasm and 1 hope to work with him closely un this project,
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